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Welcome to the Philly Badminton Newsletter. Some of you will recall that the area had a newsletter before with a similar name. This is the first step on the long road to prosperity for Badminton in the Delaware Valley and beyond. 

In an effort to become organized and promote the sport of Badminton in our area an interim board has volunteered to take the shuttle to the net. 

As an introduction, this edition of The Half Smash will introduce the core members of the board and discuss the accomplishments and planned agenda for the coming months.

The first meeting of the Philadelphia Badminton group, (we have yet to formally name the organization) met at the Sly Fox Phoenixville, PA on March 30th 2003. We had a great turn out and participation in the meeting.

This meeting turned up 3 volunteers to attack the net. (As many of you read this you will agree they can all attack the net). It was agreed at this meeting that the initial board would serve until the autumn when formal elections could take place. 

Your volunteer Board members:

Eric Miller agreed to serve as Chairman. Most of you know Eric has played the game for many a year and can
    still get around the court quickly when he needs to. Recently, he has been instrumental in leading the 
    Phoenixville YMCA club on Sunday afternoons and helping coach the Bryn Mawr College Badminton team.

Beverly Miller (no relation that I know of, they don’t look a like anyway) agreed to accept the Treasurer post. 
    This will become a very important position once we actually have some money to keep track of. Thanks Bev 
    and watch this space for further news on the money front.

Stuart Parker stepped in as the Secretary. He’s one of the foreigners that you can understand some of the 
    time.

So, if you have any ideas or suggestions, let one of the board members know.

Chairman’s Racket: Reviving PA Badminton
I am encouraged by our new efforts to revive badminton in PA.  With over 12 in attendance at the initial March 30 meeting, and election of a Chair, secretary and treasurer, we are off to a running start.  Since that meeting, I'm pleased to report steady progress on most fronts.  

Probably the most active and quickly moving committee is the club ladder initiative, chaired by Jie Yang.  Jie has researched ladder formats, constructed a web area for results at 

http://pa.usbadminton.net/scoreboard/phillyladder.htm and proposed an initial ranking event to get starting positions for players.   We would like to get as many clubs as possible active in the new ladder system by designating maybe 1 court per night for ladder play if possible.  If all goes smoothly, the ladder will be able to function cross-club.  

                   …continued on p.2

Chairman’s Racket: Reviving PA Badminton (contd.)

Our next badminton clinic in PA is with Rick Thompson on June 14, and is quickly approaching.  I am looking forward to Rick's dynamic approach to stroke production and smart strategy sessions.

The clinic will be followed by an Open Round Robin Doubles tournament, offering A, B, and C level brackets, as well as a mixed doubles division.  In the A/B/C draws, both men's, women's and mixed teams are welcome to compete.  The "Mixed" tourney will be mixed teams only.

On Sunday the 15th, we will host our first PA Junior Round Robin doubles tournament.  Please help get the word out to your friends and colleagues with aspiring junior players.

We are also currently planning for another Andy Chong Clinic this coming Fall!

Tom Sibley has been working on a database system for us to help with keeping track of players and sending announcements and communications.  We are expecting to test some sample pages on the web this week!

Of critical importance is the discussion that has continued between Eric, Dave and Adrian regarding a feasible structure for the Pennsylvania Badminton Association.  We are currently formulating a proposal for formalizing the PBA as a bona fide federal non-profit organization, and will be inviting prior PBA movers and shakers to assist and provide input.  The result is conceptualized as an active, though minimal,governing structure, that aims to:

1. Represent PA to regional    
 and national badminton 
 governing bodies.

2. Maintain state member   
    database.

3. Publish a newsletter with 
    input from all PA districts that 
    would like to contribute.

4. Coordinate scheduling of 
    official State 
    events/tourneys- state 
    initiatives.

5. Strategize for the 
    advancement of badminton 
    within the state.

6. Maintain a state web page - 
    upcoming events- news - 
    links to districts

7. Facilitate increased 
    collegiate participation in PA 
    and region.

On the long-term project scene, the Arts & Badminton facility project has made a few steps as well.  We have made a few more contacts with possible site locations, established our name on a bank account through our umbrella non-profit organization, ETC, and have lined up a star team of grant writers in Ava and Liz to help get us to the next level of operation.  More help is needed!  

Please volunteer, and also please check to see if you happen to have an extra barn you could donate!

One area that I would like to see everyone pitch in and work on together is increasing club membership and activity!  We will be discussing this at the next meeting.

Looking forward to seeing everyone out on the courts.

Eric Miller

Acting Chair, PA Badminton Assoc - Phila District

Agenda Sunday 5/18/03 5pm Sly Fox Phoenixville, PA

· Review minutes
· Membership Drive

· Naming Organization
· Ladder – Jie

· Projects:
· Newsletter

· Kimberton Report - Eric
· New Business

· Main Line Report – Jay
· Closing

Editor’s Racket:

Take the time to complete our survey, so we can provide better services to you the club members. We will take any suggestions and try and satisfy as many members as possible.

What do you have to look forward to in the next issue of The Half Smash?


A new feature will appear “Coaches Corner.”

If anyone would like to contribute an article, letter or comments, E-mail them to stuart@usbadminton.net.

Until the next time, keep your eyes on your opponent’s racket.
Stuart Parker,

Editor

Badminton Calendar Dates





June 14th, 2003  Clinic with Rick Thompson 9:30am�Bryn Mawr College, PA - School of Social Work��HYPERLINK "http://pa.usbadminton.net/rtclinic/"��http://pa.usbadminton.net/rtclinic/�


Sponsored by the Arts & Badminton facility Project!





June 14th, 2003  A/B/C (Adult/Open) Round Robin Doubles & Mixed Doubles Tourney 3pm Bryn Mawr College, PA - School of Social Work �HYPERLINK "http://pa.usbadminton.net/rtclinic/"��http://pa.usbadminton.net/rtclinic/� Note: this event will also serve as the PA initial ladder ranking event for the upcoming club ladder system! All entries received by May 30 will be eligible for a special prize drawing!�


June 15th, 2003  PA Junior Round Robin Doubles Championships 9:30am  Under 9, U13, U17 & U 22 divisions. (age as of tourney date)  For more events go to http://USbadminton.net��
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